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The Summer of Our Discontent 
 

Clearly 2020 hasn’t been the chess year anybody had thought of on Super 

Bowl Sunday weekend, when a record number of players contested the 

Greater New York Scholastic Chess Championships in Brooklyn.  As far as 

former World Champion Garry Kasparov could see ahead on that day making 

moves to open the top boards, even he could not see this coming. 

 

The silver lining in the pandemic has been the dramatic rise of online chess, 

and a general rise of chess in the pantheon of sports in the United States.  

Thanks to the Internet, chess is one activity that does not require face-to-face 

contact, and top players like Magnus Carlson and former New York 

champion Hikaru Nakamura have been playing as much as ever for a 

worldwide audience on the Internet.  New forms such as banter chess and 

clutch chess have attracted large audiences. 

 

New groups, such as the Unruly Queens, a group of four female scholastic 

stars, have also stepped into the breach to organize new online events.  Seven-

time US Women’s Champion GM Irina Krush, a coronavirus survivor in our 

community, has been working with the Queens to enhance their events.   

 

At this writing, we remain hopeful that the New York State Championship 

will be contested this year in Albany.  Coronavirus cases in New York 

continue on a downward trend, and making sure that trend continues is the 

only way back to having regular over-the-board chess tournaments.  We are 

also optimistic that the New York State Scholastic Chess Championship will 

return in 2021, though it is possible it will be a bit later in the school year than 

it has been in recent years.  2021 is a US Chess Supernationals year, so there 

is more room in the Spring tournament schedule than in most years. 

 

NYSCA is also looking for a webmaster to run our web site.  A stipend is 

available, as well as community service credit.  Please contact the editor 

for further information on this opportunity. 

 

Also, if you are eligible, please vote in the US Chess Executive Board 

election.  If you aren’t registered, please do so to increase New York’s 

influence in the next election. 

 

We look forward to seeing all of you in the arena once again, hopefully in 

Albany at our State Championship! 

 

 

 
 
 

 

http://www.nysca.net/
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The following is the definitive history of the New York State Chess Championship, the oldest continuously-run 

chess tournament in America.  Compiled by NYSCA Historian Bill Townsend, the long history of this classic event 

has taken many twists and turns during the years.  The tournament, though anchored in the Capital Region in recent 

decades, has been held in every corner of the Empire State at one time or another, and even once outside New York 

State!  Wars, depressions, pandemics and other national crises have occasionally interrupted the cycle of the 

tournament, but never stopped the event. 

The tournament has been held in the winter, spring, summer and fall as well.  Summer was the time of choice for 

much of the tournament’s post-World War II history as a one game a day week-long event.  After the Fischer boom, 

the current Labor Day weekend format became standard, and many State Championships are now “the Labor Day 

place to be.”  -- KH 

 

New York State Chess Association Champions 
Year Champion Site 

1878* Judge James R. Cox Auburn 

1879 H.A. Richmond Auburn 

1880* Rev. Samuel R. 

Calthrop 

Syracuse 

1881* Rev. John Costello Tunkhannock,PA 

1882 George H. Thornton Buffalo 

1883 (Jan.) Rev. Samuel R. 

Cathrop 

Elmira 

1883* (Dec.) Niles D. Luce Elmira 

1884 Niles D. Luce Elmira 

1885* Niles D. Luce Elmira 

1886 Dr. J.M. Cassety Albany 

1887 Eugene Delmar New York City 

1888 No contest  

1889* Samuel Lipscheutz New York City 

1890 Eugene Delmar New York City 

1891 Eugene Delmar New York City 

1892* Albert B. Hodges Skaneateles 

1893* Albert B. Hodges New York City 

1894 Albert B. Hodges New York City 

1895 David G. Baird New York City 

1896 Nicolai Jasnogrodsky New York City 

1897 Eugene Delmar New York City 

1898 Gustav H. Koehler New York City 

1899* Samuel Lipscheutz 

William M. DeVisser 

New York City 

1900* Frank J. Marshall New York City 

1901 Julius Finn New York City 

1902* Berthold Lasker New York City 

1903* Otto Roething New York City 

1904* No contest  

1905* No contest  

1906 Hermann Helms New York City 

1907 Julius Finn New York City 

1908 Julius Finn New York City 

1909 Clarence S. Howell New York City 

1910 Jose R. Capablanca New York City 

1911 Paul F. Johner New York City 

1912 Jacob Rosenthal New York City 

1913 Leonard B. Meyer 

George  J. Beihoff 

New York City 

1914 Roy T. Black New York City 

1915* Abraham Kupchik New York City 

1916* Harold E. Jennings Buffalo 

1917 Oscar Chajes Rochester 

1918 Kenneth S. Howard Rochester 

1919 Abraham Kupchik Troy 

1920 Jacob Bernstein Albany 

1921 Jacob Bernstein Syracuse 

1922 Jacob Bernstein Buffalo 

1923 Rudolph Smirka Syracuse 

1924 Carlos Torre Rochester 

1925 Hermann Helms Buffalo 

1926 Milton Hanauer Rome 

1927 Rudolph Smirka Rome 

1928* Anthony E. Santasiere Buffalo 

1929* Herman Steiner Buffalo 

1930 Anthony E. Santasiere Utica 

1931 Fred Reinfeld Rome 

1932 Nathan Grossman Rome 

1933 Fred Reinfeld Syracuse 

1934* Robert Levenstein Syracuse 

1935 Isaac I. Kashdan Binghamton 

1936 Isaac I. Kashdan Poughkeepsie 

1937 David S. Polland Cazenovia 

1938 Arnold S. Denker Cazenovia 

1939 Arnold S. Denker Hamilton 
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1940 Robert Willman Hamilton 

1941* Reuben Fine Hamilton 

1942 Israel A. Horowitz Cazenovia 

1943* Israel A. Horowitz Syracuse 

1944* No contest  

1945 George M. Kramer Saratoga Springs 

1946 Anthony E. Santasiere Cazenovia 

1947 Albert S. Pinkus Endicott 

1948 Larry M. Evans Endicott 

1949 Max Pavey Rochester 

1950 Eliot S. Hearst Binghamton 

1951 James Sherwin Syracuse 

1952 John W. Collins Cazenovia 

1953 Hans Berliner Cazenovia 

1954 William Lombardy Binghamton 

1955 Edmar Mednis Cazenovia 

1956 Anthony E. Santasiere Buffalo 

1957 August Rankis Binghamton 

1958 Mitchell Saltzberg Cazenovia 

1959 August Rankis Schenectady 

1960 Erich W. Marchand Cazenovia 

1961 Herbert Seidman Cazenovia 

1962 Pal C. Benko Poughkeepsie 

1963 George Mauer 

Mitchell Saltzberg 

Cazenovia 

1964 Duncan Suttles Ithaca 

1965 John T. Westbrock Ithaca 

1966 Raul Benedicto Syracuse 

1967 Erich W. Marchand Canandaigua 

1968 Roger B. Johnson Schenectady 

1969 Erich W. Marchand Corning 

1970 Erich W. Marchand Rochester 

1971* Herbert Seidman Syracuse 

1972 Ken Rogoff Syracuse 

1973 Jonathan Tisdall Buffalo 

1974 Paul Jacklyn Albany 

1975 Sunil Weeramantry Albany 

1976 Leonid Shamkovich Albany 

1977 Leonid Shamkovich Albany 

1978 Edward Formanek Syracuse 

1979 Vitaly Zaltsman Albany 

1980 Roman 

Dzindzichashvili 

New York City 

1981 Ken Regan New York City 

1982 Jay Bonin Albany 

1983 Mikhail Zlotnikov Albany 

1984 Maxim Dlugy Syracuse 

1985* Joel Benjamin Rockville Center 

1986 Anthony Renna 

Joel Benjamin 

Walter Shipman 

Binghamton 

1987 Robert Byrne 

Joel Benjamin 

Saratoga Springs 

1988 Vince McCambridge Rye 

1989 Michael Rohde Albany 

1990 Roman 

Dzindzichashvili 

Joel Benjamin 

Kingston 

1991 John Fedorowicz Rockville Center 

1992 Joel Benjamin Saratoga Springs 

1993 Michael Rohde Saratoga Springs 

1994 Michael Rohde Saratoga Springs 

1995 Joel Benjamin 

Victor Frias 

Saratoga Springs 

1996 Ronald Burnett 

Michael Rohde 

Saratoga Springs 

1997 Jay Bonin Saratoga Springs 

1998 Ronald Burnett Saratoga Springs 

1999 Jay Bonin Saratoga Springs 

2000* Joel Benjamin 

Dmitry Schneider 

Daniel Edelman 

Saratoga Springs 

2001 Joel Benjamin 

Sunil Weeramantry 

Chuck Cadman 

Rochester 

2002 Joel Benjamin 

Alex Stripunsky 

Aaron Pixton 

Michael Rohde 

Kerhonkson 

2003* Aaron Pixton Kerhonkson 

2004 Hikaru Nakamura Kerhonkson 

2005 Gata Kamsky Monticello 

2006* Teddy Coleman Albany 

2007* Hikaru Nakamura Albany 

2008 Alex Lenderman Albany 

2009 Giorgi Kacheishvili Albany 

2010* Aleksandr Ostrovskiy Albany 

2011* Michael Chiang Albany 

2012* Raven Sturt Albany 

2013* Nicolas Checa Albany 

2014* Gata Kamsky Albany 

2015 Aleksandr Ostrovskiy Albany 

2016* Aleksandr Ostrovskiy Albany 

2017* Mark Paragua Albany 

2018 Lev Paciorkowski Albany 

2019 GM Oliver Barbosa Albany 
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 NOTES 
 

1878 - A curious feature of the early 

tournaments - the winner became 

association President for the 

coming year!  This was the case 

until 1888. 

 

1880 - This is the same Samuel 

Calthrop that played in the first U.S. 

Chess Congress of 1857, Paul 

Morphy's great triumph.  Calthrop 

was eliminated in the first round by 

Louis Paulsen, 3-0. 

 

1881 - This championship was 

actually played outside New York 

State because NYSCA began its 

existence as "The Western New 

York and Northern Pennsylvania 

Chess Association."  From the 1945 

NYSCA yearbook: "Although it did 

not receive its present official title 

until the Cooperstown mid-summer 

meeting in 1886, its organization 

has been the same from the 

beginning." 

 

1883 (Dec) - This contest is not on 

the trophy, but is on the official list 

published in 1945. 

 

1885 - Since no players from 

Pennsylvania played in this event, 

this gave the impetus to make the 

association simply a New York 

organization. 

 

1889 - There is some doubt what 

Lipschuetz' first name was - various 

sources have listed it as Simon, 

Solomon or Samuel.  The latter is 

what Hermann Helms used in 

contemporary newspaper reports, 

so I use that. 

 

1892 - The championship was not 

decided by a tournament, but by a  

 

match between Hodges and the 

1891 champion Eugene Delmar.  

Hodges won the match, 5-0. 

 

1893 - The trophy lists Eugene 

Delmar, not Hodges, as champion 

this year. 

 

1899 - DeVisser and Lipscheutz 

tied in the tournament, 3½-½, and 

drew a playoff game later in the 

week.  DeVisser was considered the 

moral victor by virtue of the fact he 

played some fine games and had 

been winning the playoff game. 

 

1900 - This is one of the years that 

is missing from the 1945 list.  

Champions are listed as Marshall 

and D.G. Baird on the trophy, but 

this is not quite correct.  While the 

two did tie in the championship 

tournament, the tie was supposed to 

be broken by a two-game match.  

However, Marshall beat Baird so 

badly in the first game that Baird 

"forthwith resigned all claim to the 

championship and the title to it 

thereupon reverted to the 

Brooklynite." - Brooklyn Daily 

Eagle, Feb. 27, 1900 

 

1902 - Filling in this one gave me 

some trouble.  The champion was 

listed as "B. Lasker" on the trophy, 

and I thought this might be a 

misprint for the World Champion, 

Emanuel Lasker, who was 

frequently in New York around this 

time.   I knew Lasker had an elder 

brother Berthold who was also a 

fairly strong player, but I didn't 

think he ever left Germany.  As it 

turns out, Berthold Lasker did visit 

the U.S. in early 1902 and showed 

himself to be nearly as strong as his  

 

brother by beating everyone in sight 

during his stay.  Curiously Emanuel 

was not in the U.S. at this time - his 

duties as a university professor kept 

him from leaving England. 

 

1903 - Roething tied with L. Rosen 

in the finals and won a playoff. 

 

1904 - There was no event this year 

because: "Dr. L.D. Broughton Jr., 

of Brooklyn, the secretary of the 

association, was confronted with a 

lack of support from the customary 

quarters and for that reason called 

no meetings of the advisory board."  

(Brooklyn Daily Eagle, Feb. 21, 

1904) Instead, on Washington's 

Birthday the Manhattan Chess club 

ran a series of team matches at 

Carnegie Hall.  It's likely that the 

local organizers were too busy 

preparing for the upcoming 

Cambridge Springs tournament to 

bother with the NYS championship. 

 

1905 - There was no championship 

held this year because a telegraphic 

match was scheduled between the 

Chicago Chess and Checker Club 

and the Manhattan Chess Club on 

Feb. 22.  These city matches by 

cable were very popular and 

received a lot of press.  "It is a 

crying pity, of course, that the day 

given over in former years, with the 

exception of 1904, to the annual 

championship meetings of the New 

York State Chess Association, 

should be utilized for another 

purpose, where the benefit to be 

derived is limited to two clubs." 

(Brooklyn Daily Eagle, Feb. 19, 

1905) 
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1915 - The British Chess Magazine 

Annual, 1915 mentions a mid-

summer meeting of NYSCA that 

was held in Utica and a tournament 

that was won by Charles Jaffe. That 

tournament was the last of the 

midsummer tournaments that 

NYSCA ran in addition to the 

championship. Beginning in 1916 

they were combined into one 

tournament that was held in the 

summer months. 

 

1916 - I found the following curious 

paragraph in the British Chess 

Magazine annual, 1916: "Another 

match, on a smaller scale, but of 

considerable interest, took place 

during the summer between A. 

Kupchik, the New York State 

champion and J. Bernstein, who 

challenged him for the title - there 

being no tournament play for it last 

year.  Kupchik drew the first game 

and lost the second.  Bernstein was 

then compelled by illness to ask for 

an interval.  On resumption 

Kupchik won three games off the 

reel and took the match by 3½-1½, 

retaining his title."  No mention is 

made of the tournament Jennings 

won in Buffalo. 

 

1928 - Santasiere was to win the 

state championship a then-record 

four times, and he did it in four 

different decades. 

 

1929 - Herman Steiner and Jacob 

Bernstein tied for first, and were 

supposed to play a four game match 

for the title, but when Steiner won 

the first two games, Bernstein gave 

up. 

 

1934 - Ran along side of the great 

Syracuse tournament, which of 

course drew away most of the major 

talent.  Reshevsky won the main 

tournament, 12-2, while Levenstein 

won a playoff match with E.B. 

Adams, 3-2. 

 

1941 – This could be considered the 

last hurrah of the players that 

dominated U.S. Chess before 

World War Two. It was actually 

one of the strongest US 

tournaments of the day: Fine, 

Reshevsky, Kashdan and Denker 

all played. 

 

1943 - The U.S. Open and New 

York State Championship were 

combined in one tournament this 

year, so Horowitz was U.S. Open 

winner as well as State Champion. 

 

1944- The State Championship this 

year was to be held at the IBM 

facilities in Endicott, NY but the 

government ban on wartime travel 

caused IBM to pull the plug on the 

tournament, and they did it so close 

to the scheduled date that it couldn't 

be moved or rescheduled, much to 

everyone's consternation. 

 

1964 - This tournament resulted in 

a three way tie among Suttles, Alex 

Dunne and Ivan Theodorovich.  

Since Dunne was the only one of 

the three living in New York State 

at the time, wouldn't that make him 

champion?  

 

1971 - The current tournament 

format begins this year with six 

rounds played over three days on 

Labor Day weekend.  Prior to this 

the championship was usually 

played in August and it was a round 

robin tournament that  would 

sometimes last more than a week 

with only one or two games a day.  

 

1985 – The first of Joel Benjamin’s 

nine (!!) New York State 

championships. This is a record that 

I don’t see being broken anytime in 

the foreseeable future – the 

previous record holders with four 

each were Anthony Santasiere and 

Erich Marchand. 

 

2000 - Even though Dan Edelman 

is on the trophy, he was a 

Connecticut resident. 

 

2001 - Joel Benjamin was state 

champion, but GM Ildar Ibragimov 

of Connecticut won the tournament 

by half a point. 

 

2003 – The tournament was won by 

GMs Ehlvest and Ibragimov, 

neither of which were NY 

residents.  Tied for third were 5 

New Yorkers: GM Joel Benjamin, 

IM Justin Sarkar, IM Jay Bonin, 

FM Aaron Pixton and FM Daniel 

Shapiro.  The championship was 

decided by an Armageddon blitz 

game between the two players with 

the best tiebreaks, Benjamin and 

Pixton, with Pixton winning.  This 

began the policy of avoiding co-

champions. 

 

2006 – Tournament was won by 

GMs Ildar Ibragimov and Joel 

Benjamin, neither of which were 

NYS residents. 

 

2007 – Tournament was won by 

GMs Ildar Ibragimov and 

Alexander Ivanov, neither of which 

were NYS residents. 

 

2010 – Tournament was won by 

GM Joel Benjamin (NJ) and IM 

Mark Esserman (MA) so the state 

title fell to Ostrovskiy who was 

clear third.  Only 14 years old, 

Ostrovskiy was the youngest 

champion ever. 

 

2011 – There was a 3 way tie for 

first at 4½-1½ among Deepak 

Aaron, Aleksandr Ostrovskiy and 

Chiang, with Chiang getting the 

trophy on tiebreaks.  

 

2012 – GM Alexander Stripunsky 

was clear first with 5½-½, Sturt was 

top New Yorker, tied for second 

with 4½- ½. 

 

2013 – GM Alexander Ivanov was 

first with 5-1 with five players tied 

for second with 4½-1½. Of the five 

the top New Yorker was Nicolas 

Checa, only eleven years old 
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2014 – Gata Kamsky was U.S. 

Champion when he won this 

tournament. This is the third time 

that the U.S. Champion has also 

been New York State Champion – 

Joel Benjamin did it in 1987 and 

2000. 

 

2016 – Tournament ended in a 5-1 

tie between Ostrovskiy and FM 

David Brodsky, with the former 

winning on tiebreaks. 

 

2017 – Tournament ended in a three 

way tie between GM Paragua, IM 

David Brodsky and GM Bryan 

Smith. Smith was a Pennsylvania 

resident and Paragua beat Brodsky 

on tiebreaks. 

 

About the list 

 

This list has two main sources.  The 

first is the list of champions that 

was published in the 1945 New 

York State Chess Association 

Yearbook, and the second is the list 

of champions on the trophy itself 

which was printed in the Summer 

1995 issue of Empire Chess.  

Where there are differences 

between the two lists the printed 

one is preferred, but the differences 

are noted.   There was much 

information missing from both lists, 

like the tournament sites after 1945 

and the first names of the 

champions.  This I filled in myself 

from various other sources, most of 

them contemporary.  There was 

also a nice account of the early 

history of the organization by Mark 

Levine in the Summer 1988 issue of 

Empire Chess. 

 

I must also mention the role that the 

late Alan Benjamin played in 

completing this list.  Over the years 

I had been casually filling in 

information as I ran across it, but 

not making a concerted effort to fill 

in the gaps.  Most noticeably - the 

dates 1904 and 1905 were a 

mystery. 

 

Knowing that I was working on the 

list, Alan wrote me a letter 

indicating that he had found the 

information on the two missing 

dates - the champions were Frank 

Marshall in 1904 and Gustav 

Koehler in 1905 and both 

tournaments were held in Sylvan 

Beach. 

 

Unfortunately he was wrong, as I 

found out soon after.  I ran across a 

list of non-championship 

tournaments that NYSCA had run, 

and the two Sylvan Beach 

tournaments were on that list.  This 

lit a fire under me to finally do the 

research to finally complete the list 

once and for all.   Several day trips 

down to the Brooklyn Public 

Library followed, looking at the old 

chess columns of Hermann Helms, 

the Dean of American Chess, 

published in the Brooklyn Daily 

Eagle. 

 

I discovered that there was no state 

championship held in 1904 or 1905, 

and this requires a little 

explanation.  From 1886 to until 

1915 there were two main NYSCA 

tournaments a year - the State 

Championship, nearly always held 

in New York City on Washington's 

Birthday (Feb. 22) and a mid-

summer tournament, usually held at 

an upstate resort.  Curiously the 

latter tournament was nearly 

always a stronger and more serious 

affair while the state championship 

was often only a one-day, four-

round tournament.  Other examples 

of the summer tournaments are the 

Buffalo masters tournament of 

1901 and the Trenton Falls 

tournament of 1906.  Harry N. 

Pillsbury won the first tournament 

and Emanuel Lasker won the latter, 

and while it would be nice to add 

these great players to the list of 

New York State Champions, these 

NYSCA tournaments were not 

officially "New York State 

Championships."   

 

In 1916 the two tournaments were 

combined as the state 

championship became a multi-day 

event held during the summer.   The 

reason for this lengthy explanation: 

back then it wasn't considered such 

a big deal when there was no New 

York State Championship, because 

the summer tournaments got more 

attention.    Incidentally, in those 

days several other state chess 

associations had their 

championships on Washington's 

Birthday too.  I suppose it was a 

convenient holiday. 

 

A couple other issues occurred to 

me while going over this list.  The 

first is that the current numbering 

on the state championships is 

wrong.  The current count includes 

all the years between 1878 and the 

present day, but since three years 

had no championships and one year 

had two, the actual count of 

championships should be two less 

than it is. This may be a trivial point 

since the tournament has been an 

annual event for its entire duration. 

 

The second thing is that a number 

of people listed as state champions 

were not, in fact, New York state 

residents when they won the 

tournament.  In fact, some of them 

were not even United States 

citizens. Even though he attended 

college in the U.S. Jose Capablanca 

(1910) was a citizen of Cuba.  

Similarly, Berthold Lasker (1902) 

was a German citizen just visiting 

New York for a few months.  More 

recently, I believe both Roger 

Johnson (1968) and Edward 

Formanek (1978) were 

Pennsylvania residents.  I know that 

only a New York State resident can 

be champion now, but I wonder 

when this policy changed.  A copy 

of the state constitution published 

in Empire Chess in 1988 has the 

residents-only clause for NYSCA 

champions.  

- Bill Townsend 
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The attendees at the 1926 NYSCA championship, in front of the Rome YMCA.  Seated (Left to right): 

J.D. Lear, R. J. Guckemus (w/trophy), Hermann Helms, D. Francis Searle, Charles Broughton, 

George N. Cheney, and Charles E. Watson.  Standing: Erling Tholfson, Milton Hanauer, W.A. Lyon, 

H.W. Thomas, Edward B. Adams, N. Weber, Louis Guckemus,  and A. Peetz.  From American Chess 

Bulletin, 9/10, 1926. Most noteworthy is the fact that the original NYS Championship trophy is in the 

picture. Some years ago I heard this trophy has been recovered after being lost for years but since 

then I have heard no word of it. 

 

The Myth of the Doubled Pawn   by Zachary Calderon 
 

If there is one thing I have had to get my students to 

learn, it is the idea that doubled pawns are always bad. 

Time and again I have seen my students rush to 

exchange pieces with little thoughts of the 

consequences so long as the exchange provided the 

opponent with a set of doubled pawns. Take the 

position below, for example, which I have seen more 

times than I care to count.  

 

 
 

Black has just played the move …Be6. What should 

White do? The best move is Bc2, and force Black to 

reckon with the idea of d4-d5. Instead, I usually end 

up seeing the move  

 

8. Bxe6?! fxe6  

 

resulting in the position below. 
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What has White gained from this transaction? Hardly 

anything. While White used to have more pawns in the 

center (c3, d3, and e4) compared to Black, now they 

have the same number of pawns, and should Black 

ever play c6 it will be Black who has more. Black 

controls the d5 and f5 squares, crucial squares in the 

Italian. It is always beneficial to capture towards the 

center. In addition, Black now has an open f file to play 

with. Remember that every time a pawn captures 

something, an additional file opens up. Meanwhile is 

Black's pawn structure weak? Not really. The e6 pawn 

has no protection, but after 9. Qb3 Qc8 10. Ng5 Nd8 

White is out of new ways to attack the pawn, and has 

to begin thinking about potential Bxf2+ ideas with 

discovered checks along the f file. Meanwhile, Black 

will unravel by kicking the Knight back with h6, 

securing the b7 pawn, and enjoy his central control and 

half open f file, an advantage unique to Black.  

 

Let’s look at another position, this one out of the 

London System.  

 

 
 

White has already botched the move order in this 

opening. The best thing to do is simply play 7. Qc2 

Bf5! 8. Qc1 and accept that he has a passive position. 

Instead, if White sees the opportunity to double 

Black's pawns and exchanges queens, trouble quickly 

follows.  

 

After 7. Qxb6?! axb6, Black's pawns are doubled, yes, 

but  

 

1. Black gets to capture towards the center. 

2. Black gets a crucial open a-file. 

3. The doubled pawns are not vulnerable to attack. 

 

In fact, there is nothing White can do to prevent Black 

from capitalizing on the open a file and the a pawn 

pinned to the rook by simply running the pawn down 

the board, b6-b5-b4.  

For example 8. a3 b5 9. Nd2 b4!, and already White's 

position is strategically busted.  

 

Are there any times when it is in one side's strategic 

interest to double pawns, especially early in the game?  

 

Absolutely. Take, for example, the Exchange 

Variation of the Ruy Lopez below.  

 

 
 

White has voluntarily given up the Bishop pair, but 

with a deep strategic idea in mind. It has nothing to do 

with weak pawns (the c7 pawn is sound as can be) and 

everything to do with a distant endgame. White will 

eventually exchange the d4 pawn for Black's e5 pawn, 

and if White can do this and exchange off the rest of 

the pieces, it is winning.  

 

 
 

This King and Pawn endgame is winning for White. 

While White's pawn majority on the Kingside will 

eventually make a passed pawn by pushing e5, f4, f5, 

e6 etc, Black's Queenside majority cannot create a 

passed pawn without the King's help. This is where the 

doubled pawns are negatively affecting Black. So 

before rushing to exchange pawns, consider these 

factors. (concluded on page 29). 
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Get to Steppin’: The Need for Fitness in Chess by Karl Heck 

It was Thursday, July 5, 2018, my first full day 

working my first World Open in Philadelphia.  That 

day became my biggest step day of the year as tracked 

by my Withings Activite Pro, with 19,890 paces 

through the Philadelphia Marriott and environs 

working wall charts and occasionally as a floor 

tournament director at America’s largest open chess 

tournament.   

 

With over 1,200 players, the World Open is 

continually a mass of people involved in the 

tournament, and when you wear the yellow shirt of the 

tournament director, people are always looking for 

you. 

 

While that number turned out to be my largest for the 

four days I worked there, the remaining days of 14,887 

(Friday), 16,397 (Saturday) and 17,089 (Sunday) were 

well above my normal average of just under 11,000 

steps.  I left the City of Brotherly Love one tired puppy 

on Monday morning. 

 

After a five-hour drive back to Catskill, I worked the 

afternoon meeting with New York State economic 

development officials before an early night and long 

rest.  I needed two full days to recover from my 

experience in Philadelphia. 

 

Getting ready for my second World Open, I learned 

some valuable lessons to prepare for working such a 

large event.  Sleep whenever you can.  Get 

comfortable and new sneakers.  Eat properly, even 

when time is limited.  Hydrate.  Watch where you step 

on the wall chart area, as I got several thumb tacks in 

my shoes in my maiden voyage in Philly.  All of these 

things helped in my experience, and can help you work 

smaller events as well. 

 

With much more time on the floor in my second World 

Open, the step numbers were even higher in 2019.  

Working the four-day schedule again, my totals were 

22,045 on Thursday, 19,377 on Friday, 17,877 on 

Saturday, and 20,990 on Sunday.  The week of 

112,229 was a personal best at the time, with 80,289 

of those steps occurring during the four days of the 

World Open.  I definitely didn’t need the gym at the 

hotel, though I felt better and worked more effective 

in the hall in my second go-around. 

My personal record for 2019, though, was working the 

National K-12 Grade Championships in Orlando.  

Though only three days, the more spread-out nature of 

the event and larger size of the tournament led to more 

steps.  The tale of the tape: 25,692 steps on Friday, 

25,452 on Saturday and 20,770 on Sunday.  Sunday 

included a sit-down stint at Chess Control handling 

medal and trophy distribution for the over 1,700 

players in attendance. 

 

I ended that week with 116,534 steps, which remains 

a personal best. That is 59.46 miles of walking, or 

more than two marathons in a week.  For someone who 

is middle-aged and in basically average shape, that is 

quite a lot of exercise.  One of the many benefits of 

working large chess tournaments is the health benefits, 

and one most people don’t readily think about.  Even 

computer tournament directors report that their step 

numbers are well above  

 

Below: I am in steppin’ form in Orlando working the 

National K-12 Grade Championships for US Chess. 

 

 

 
Most people on “the outside” think of chess as a 

sedentary, sit-down activity, and fitness seems low on 

the priority ladder.  The reality is far different, as 

shown below on the T-Shirt below: 
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Last fall, GM Alejandro Ramirez, a second for the 

World Championship effort of former New York GM 

Fabiano Caruana, came to the East Greenbush Chess 

Community for a lecture and simultaneous exhibition.  

Ramirez’s talk from the “inside” of the Caruana effort 

focused heavily on fitness, and the unusual need to 

keep weight on the slender Caruana during the 12-

game match and playoffs.  A strong exercise program 

was part of the effort before and during the match, 

including soccer, workouts and an appropriate diet. 

Caruana told ESPN in 2019 that while he normally 

weighs 135 pounds, he has been down below 120 

pounds at the end of major chess events. Losing over 

10 percent of a person’s weight, particularly for 

someone as slender as the world’s #2 player, can be a 

health concern. 

 

Chess at the highest levels has seen this how fitness 

has directly impacted performance before the most 

recent World Championship.  The meltdown of GM 

Anatoly Karpov in his first match against GM Garry 

Kasparov is the prime example, where Kasparov’s 

strategy of simply extending the match indefinitely 

due to the requirement of six wins to end the match 

almost ended Karpov.  Karpov simply gave out 

physically, losing the last two games before the match 

was annulled with him still leading 5-3.  A two-week 

postponement was not enough to revive Karpov, and 

FIDE President Florencio Campomanes annulled the 

match after five months. 

 

Though there are not actual records of weight loss, the 

slight Karpov definitely appeared to have lost a 

significant amount of weight during the match.  

According to chess.com, Karpov is estimated to have 

lost 22 pounds during the match.  At the time, Karpov 

weighed between 130-140 pounds, so that amount was 

quite significant to his health.  Soviet trainers used a 

variety of drugs and treatments to help support the 

World Champion, but that only delayed the inevitable 

physical collapse. 

 

Karpov won four of the first nine games of the match, 

and his goal became to win the match in a 6-0 

“shutout.”  Kasparov’s team then created a strategy 

using the six-win rule to simply extend the match as 

long as possible to test the limits of Karpov’s 

endurance.  Karpov finally won his fifth game in Game 

27, but Kasparov did not lose again in the match.  

Kasparov finally won his first game in Game 32, and 

then drew 14 more games before Karpov lost Game 47 

and Game 48 in succession. 

 

Below: Former World Champion Garry Kasparov at 

the Greater New York Scholastic Chess 

Championship presented by the Kasparov Chess 

Foundation in February. 

 

 
Game 48 was postponed for almost a week before 

being played, but Karpov lost again in a Rook ending 

where he was significantly worse early on in the game.  
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The match was annulled, and a new one with an even 

score was played later in 1985.  Kasparov won, 

starting a new era in chess. 

 

Though the four other matches “the K’s” played were 

close, Karpov never defeated Kasparov in a match, 

and lost his best chance to beat him due to his inability 

to match him in fitness and stamina.  In his playing 

days, Kasparov’s training regimen included soccer, 

cycling, and swimming.  All his work off the board on 

his body paid dividends on the board. 

 

The 1984-85 World Championship match was also the 

last time the six-win standard recommended by 

Fischer was played.  All World Championship 

matches since have had a set number of games, with 

24, 20, 16, 14, 12, 8 and 6-game matches being played 

since that time as the World Championship format has 

varied due to a split in the title and different ways to 

determine the Champion and Challenger for the World 

Championship. 

 

For the record, the last time that the World Champion 

won more than three classical games in a match was in 

1996, when Anatoly Karpov beat New York 

challenger GM Gata Kamsky 6-3 with nine draws in a 

best-of-20 match in Elista, Russia.  Current World 

Champion Magnus Carlsen has won one classical 

chess game in his last two World Championship 

matches combined, beating GM Sergey Karjakin in 

the rapid playoff after each player won one classical 

game.  The 12 games against Caruana were all drawn, 

and Carlsen won three rapid games to retain his title. 

 

Viktor Korchnoi played at the highest levels well into 

middlegame, playing in the World Champion match at 

age 50 and playing in the Candidates matches in his 

60’s.  His final Candidates match, a loss to Dutch GM 

Jan Timman, occurred when Korchnoi was 60, ancient 

by modern standards.  

 

In his various matches, Korchnoi always played with 

great energy, and worked out every day.  Well into 

middle-age, Korchnoi matched the energy of much 

younger opponents, engineering an implausible 

comeback in his 1978 World Championship match 

against Anatoly Karpov by winning three out of four 

games to tie the match 5-5 after 31 games.  Under 

extreme Soviet pressure, Korchnoi lost Game 32 at the 

match, which he never officially resigned.  This match 

also featured a 124-move stalemate which was 

adjourned twice.  

 

Korchnoi used yoga, meditation, running and other 

physical activity to maintain stamina far longer than 

most chess players.  He remains the oldest person to 

hold a variety of records, including winning the Swiss 

National Championship when he was 80 years old. 

 

In the 21st Century, top-level chess is largely a young 

person’s game.  Faster time controls, sudden-death and 

fewer rest days at events all have helped to drive the 

age of the top players down.   

 

In 2020, only three of the top ten players in the world 

are over 30: GM Alexander Grischuk (37), GM Levon 

Aronian (38) and GM Teimour Radjabov (33).  

Radjabov at one time held the title of youngest 

Grandmaster in the world.  In one generation, he has 

evolved into an “oldster” in the world rankings.  Three 

players in the current Top 50 were born in 2000 or 

later: Iranian GM Alireza Firouzja (2003, 21st in the 

world), American GM Jeffery Xiong (2000, 32nd in the 

world) and Russian GM Andrey Esipenko (2002, 50th 

in the world).   

 

The presence of 51-year-old former World Champion 

GM Vishawanthand Anand in the top 15 is a true 

outlier.  He was born in 1969, and no player born in 

the 1970s is that high on the FIDE rating list. 

 

Bobby Fischer was 29 when he became World 

Champion, which was on the younger side for the 

original FIDE era.   

 

In Fischer’s day, the World Championship match was 

contested on a three day a week schedule, allowing for 

an adjournment day between games if needed.  There 

also were rest days scheduled into the competition.  

The older 40 moves in 150 minute time control 

regulated play into five hours per day, with 

adjournment time if needed the next day.  While 

seconds “burning the midnight oil” to find moves was 

common, the player at the highest levels was normally 

greeted with the main variations worked out in 

advance, making their effort less than it otherwise 

would be in the main session. 

 

Currently, the World Championship is played on a 

schedule of two games every three days, and there are 
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no adjournments.  The 40/90 +30 time control is 

effectively half an hour less per player, and the 

requirement that the game be completed in 30 more 

minutes +30 can lead to six to eight-hour games.  It’s 

not surprising that top chess players train more like 

players in the NBA in 2020 as a result.  

 

 
 

Above: Thousands of calories being burned playing 

chess by scholastic players. 

 

Scientists have calculated that chess playing can burn 

substantial amounts of calories.  A 2019 article on 

CNBC states that the brain can burn 20 percent of the 

calories that the body uses, and that glucose depletion 

can lead to a substantial decline in cognitive 

performance.  Actual chess players in the arena can 

certainly relate, as blunders on the board tend to 

increase as play goes on, despite the actual number of 

pieces declining as the game continues.  

 

Chess players who have had heart rate and blood 

pressure monitored during their games have seen 

elevated heart rates and calorie-burning as a result of 

their playing in a tournament.  The anecdotal evidence 

is that tournament play leads to depletion and 

exhaustion. 

 

Directing, though, involves thinking and moving on 

the run with quick decisions often in close quarters.  

Even under US Chess rules, where the direct role of 

the tournament director is less than under FIDE rules 

where arbiters are more involved, a tournament 

director at a major event like the World Open is 

making several decisions and actions each hour.  Over 

the course of a 14-hour playing day, that results in a 

substantial amount of mental activity for the 

tournament director.   The physical activity of walking 

the rows and being on constant lookout also is a 

calorie-burner. 

 

Directors that have to deal with disputes with players 

may well burn even more calories.  The larger the 

event, the more likely that there will be substantial 

disputes and substantial stress.  The increasing need 

for anti-cheating measures at larger chess tournaments 

increases the stress on the directing staff, and likely on 

the players as well.   

 

Even now, the online tournaments have a number of 

directors in order to ensure anti-cheating measures are 

in place and being followed by the players.  The high 

levels of concentration needed in order to make this a 

reality still likely burns hundreds of calories an hour, 

and can be an effective fitness tool. 

 

2020 has become the year where the over-the-board 

chess tournament disappeared, at least for a time.  It 

will be interesting to see if online tournaments place 

the same physical demands on players that traditional 

over-the-board events do.  The next evolution of chess 

has also included variants like “banter chess” and 

“clutch chess,” which create a more interactive 

environment that could increase the already high level 

of stress on the main players.  On the other hand, anti-

cheating measures require that players stay at the 

computer for the whole game, so walking around and 

“letting out stress” takes a different form than in the 

over-the-board game. 

 

As chess tournament play changes and evolves with 

different time controls, technology and new ways of 

getting around the rules, the one thing that remains 

constant is the need for a long attention span in order 

to win games, and that takes a lot of energy to keep up 

for hours of play.  Ever more intense forms of chess 

generally help younger players perform better, 

particularly in a world when huge databases and 

computers make opening play easier to master.  It’s 

never the same Royal Game! 
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The Empire Leads the Way in US Chess Play  from press reports 
 

New York players are well-represented on the various May 2020 Top 100 rating lists, according to the most recent 

US Chess rating lists. 

 

The top New York players Overall in the country are U.S. Champion GM Hikura Nakamura, ranked fourth in the 

country with a 2827 rating.  Former New York Champion GM Aleksandr Lenderman is second among New Yorkers 

and 11th overall at 2717, and GM Robert Hess is 18th overall and third among Empire State players with a rating of 

2677.  Scholastic star GM Nicolas Checa is fourth in the New York rating list (22nd overall) at 2644. 

 

On the women’s list, two of the top three players are New Yorkers.  GM Irina Krush leads the country and the state 

with a 2521 rating.  IM Anna Zatonskih is third at 2486.  Quickly-rising scholastic star and Haring Girls National 

Champion WFM Martha Samadashvili is third in New York and 11th overall with a 2340 US Chess rating.  Other 

National Masters on the Top Women’s list from New York are Viktorija Ni (2254, 19th overall), Sophie Morris-

Suzuki (2245, 20th overall), WFM Evelyn Zhu (2213, 25th overall), and WIM Beatriz Marinello (2210, 26th overall). 

 

Two of the top ten US Chess correspondence players are from New York.  The Capital Region’s Gordon Magat is 

seventh nationally with a 2383 rating, and Robert Rizzo is right behind him at 2380, good for eighth in the nation.  

Joel Levine, ranked 15th at 2341, is also a New Yorker in the top 20 overall. 

 

The national Quick ratings are similar to standard ratings, though the New York presence is a bit higher.  The phrase 

“quicker than a New York minute” comes to mind when you see GM Aleksandr Lenderman leading New Yorkers 

being third in the country at 2666, directly followed by former US Champion Maxim Dlugy fourth at 2630.  GM 

Robert Hess is 15th nationally at 2543.  GM Nicolas Checa (2484, 19th overall) and IM Raven Sturt (2483, 20th overall) 

round out the top five New Yorkers. 

 

GM Irina Krush, 27th overall, is #1 on the Women’s Quick list at 2432.  NM Sophie Morris-Suzuki is seventh overall 

at 2078, Abby Marshall is eighth at 2050, and WIM Beatriz Marinello is ninth at 2048. 

 

Blitz chess can often be a young person’s game, though veteran GM Aleskandr Lenderman is the New York leader 

in this category, tied for seventh nationally with a 2723 rating when speed is of the essence.  GM Robert Hess is 14th 

at 2668, GM Nicolas Checa is 17th at 2646, and IM Marc Tyler Arnold is 26th at 2589.  At 2466, GM Irina Krush is 

a full class better than any other woman Blitz player in the country.  Julia Sloan is second among New Yorkers and 

fifth in the country at 2181. 

 

Grandmasters Maxim Dlugy (fifth overall, 2607) and Jaan Ehlvest (10th overall, 2583) are the top New Yorkers on 

the Age 50 and Over category.  GM Michael Rohde is 20th nationally with a 2478 rating.  2019 Senior Tournament 

of Champions representative GM John Federowicz is 24th at 2445.  IM Kenneth Regan, the top Upstate player who 

also works with FIDE on anti-cheating software, is 37th at 2367. 

 

Stalwart FM Asa Hoffman is lucky 13 on the Age 65 and Over list.  The 77-year-old remains extremely active and 

clocks in with a 2267 rating.  NM Jon Jacobs, who just joined the list at age 65, is 20th nationally and second among 

New Yorkers at 2238.  Fellow 77-year-old Lonnie Kwartler, a longtime organizer, is 30th nationally with a 2208 

rating. 

 

On the women’s Age 50 and Over list, WIM Beatriz Marinello is second nationally with a 2210 rating.  Shernaz 

Kennedy is sixth nationally and second from New York with a 1900 rating.  Kennedy leads the national women’s 

Age 65 and Over list with her 1900 rating.  Cheryl Lins is third nationally at 1736, and former NYSCA Vice-President 

Polly Wright is fifth nationally at 1710.  Congratulations to all of these players for their national rankings. 
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Should I Play 1...e5 Against 1.e4?  by André Harding 

If you are rated under 1000, YES! Without a doubt. 

Start with the Double King Pawn.  The Double King 

Pawn Openings are among the oldest in chess, and 

standards like the Ruy Lopez have been played for 

over 500 years without being exhausted.  The “Spanish 

Torture” has long been playable for both sides, and its 

positions are rich in positional and tactical 

complications. 

 

It's important to learn how to fight for and maintain 

control of the central squares d4, d5, e4, and e5 before 

trying to counterattack your opponent's center.  

After my first few rated tournaments in 1996, I began 

playing the Pirc Defense (1.e4 d6): 

 

The hypermodern openings use a different strategy 

than the Double King Pawn Openings.  While the 

Double King Pawn Openings directly fight for the 

center with pawn play, the hypermodern openings 

allow White to expand in the center.  The goal is that 

piece play and a pawn counter-attack are used to 

destroy the White center and open the game for 

Black’s pieces. 

I had no idea what I was doing. I simply chose the Pirc 

opening because I saw it in MCO-13 and it had a lot 

less pages to "study" than most other defenses to 1.e4. 

By study, I meant "memorize," because that's what I 

thought opening learning was about in those days. 

When I was around 1000, I switched to the French 

Defense (1.e4 e6): 

 

About which I did have some idea thanks to the books 

Mastering the French with the Read and Play 

Method by Neil McDonald and Andrew Harley; and 

French Classical by Byron Jacobs. 

My play with the French was passive and one-

dimensional. I didn't learn how to attack, instead 

sitting back and waiting to spring a counterattack. This 

is an important lesson, as an opening has to fit a 

player’s style in order to achieve effective tournament 

results. I played other dodgy openings like the St. 

George Defense (1.e4 a6) sometimes, though I did 

score over 50% with it. 
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You can get away with this against the Under 1800 

crowd, but I wouldn't recommend it!  GM Tony 

Miles’s victory over World Champion Anatoly 

Karpov in 1980 remains the high-water mark for this 

defense. 

I dabbled with other openings over the years, too, such 

as the very solid Caro-Kann Defense (1.e4 c6).  This 

semi-open defense emphasizes a solid middlegame 

and strong endgame prospects, and waxes and wanes 

in popularity.   

Over the years, more dynamic variations of the Caro-

Kann have been developed alongside the traditional 

Classical Variation, such as the Gurgenidze Variation 

with 3…Bg7 to pressure the d4 pawn from the flank, 

and the Korchnoi Variation that involves doubling the 

f-pawns and using the forward f-pawn to attack the 

White Kingside. 

 

The Scandinavian (Center Counter) Defense (1.e4 

d5 2.exd5 Nf6): This opening dates back to 1475, and 

has had sporadic popularity over the decades.  World 

Champion Magnus Carlsen, a Norwegian, has played 

his “native” defense on occasion. 

 

Even, for one or two tournaments, Alekhine's 

Defense (1.e4 Nf6).  This classic of hypermodern 

theory starts with the King’s Knight coming out on 

Move One and generally moving once or twice more 

as the White pawns come forward.  The goal is to 

counter-attack against the center and destroy it.  Its 

dynamic possibilities lead to unbalanced, double-

edged positions and Black’s practical success with it 

has been strong.  American Grandmasters Lev Alburt 

and Alexander Shabalov have been regular 

practitioners of the opening.  US Champion Hikaru 

Nakamura and World Champion Magnus Carlsen has 

also used it. 
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I deliberately avoided 1...e5 and the Sicilian Defense 

(1.e4 c5)…. 

 

…because they were "too complicated." 

Yes, there are many choices available to White after 

1.e4 e5, but not a lot of different ideas. That is the key.  

You want your pieces to become active and to not 

allow White to get (or maintain) a pawn duo on d4 and 

e4. 

After the common sequence 1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6: 

 

Black's control of d4 does not allow White to push the 

d2-pawn there without it being exchanged. If that 

exchange happens Black will have decent control over 

the center. 

Let’s look at a common line in the Scotch Game: 

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. d4 exd4 4. Nxd4 Bc5 5. Be3 

Qf6 6. c3 Nge7  

 

Black has nothing to worry about here, with good 

development and a solid position. 

This begs the question: why not play an early c2-c3 in 

order to play d2-d4 and replace a captured d4-pawn 

with the c3-pawn? Well, that's what the Ponziani 

Opening tries but fails to achieve: 

1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. c3 d5  

 

Black has other good tries on move 3, too. The point 

is, White can't keep his center intact.  

That brings us to White's best attempt, and the main 

one Black traditionally worries about when deciding 

to play 1...e5: the Ruy Lopez (or Spanish Game). 
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1. e4 e5 2. Nf3 Nc6 3. Bb5  

 

The light-squared Bishop, by attacking the Knight, 

gains some control over the dark e5- and d4-squares!  

3...a6  

Encouraging White to give up his best minor piece. 

 

4. Ba4  

(4. Bxc6 dxc6 is the Exchange Variation. White doesn't 

have much to work with, but a skilled player can cause 

Black some problems, as Bobby Fischer had great 

success with this variation. 5. Nxe5 doesn't work, 

because after 5...Qd4 Black will regain the lost pawn.)  

4... Nf6 5. O-O 

 

5...Be7  

(5... Nxe4 is the Open Variation. After 6. d4 White 

dissolves the center, and Black's King 

needs to be careful. This line is perfectly fine for 

Black, but White does have a pull.)  

6. Re1 Now White protects the e4-pawn.  

 

6...b5  

(6... O-O? blunders a pawn. After 7. Bxc6 dxc6 8. Nxe5 

Qd4 9. Nf3 White keeps the extra pawn. I once won a 

tournament game this way against a 1900-player! It 

does happen...)  

7. Bb3 d6 By protecting the e5-pawn, Black threatens 

8...Na5, exchanging White's strong Bishop on b3. 
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(7... O-O 8. c3 d5 is the Marshall Attack, where Black 

gambits a pawn for a strong counterattack after 9. exd5 

Nxd5 10. Nxe5 Nxe5 11. Rxe5 c6 12. d4 Bd6 and so 

on.)  

8. c3 Preparing an escape for the Bishop and preparing 

d2-d4, at long last. 

 

8...O-O  

(After 8... Bg4 9. h3 Bh5 10. d3 White has the plan of 

Nb1-d2-f1-g3, preparing strong Kingside play. It's 

possible to add g2-g4 before Nf1-g3 as well.)  

9. h3 Finally, White is ready to play d2-d4, which 

looks to maintain the central pawn duo. 

 

Black has two main plans: attack d4 with ...Na5 and 

...c5, or prepare an attack on e4 with ...Bb7, ...Re8, 

move the c6-knight, and then ...exd4.  

9. d4 is playable but 9... Bg4 gives Black counterplay 

against the white center. 

This is perhaps White's strongest attempt to trouble 

black after 1.e4 e5. Black can also choose the solid 

Petrov Defense (1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nf6): 

 

Which is arguably even more solid, though there are a 

variety of variations. 

I recommend all new players get considerable practice 

in the Double King Pawn before trying something else. 

At 1400-1600 a player can branch out if they feel they 

must. 
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Open Lines...tidbits about the chess world by Karl Heck 
 

 The 121st US Open Championship, scheduled for St. Charles, Missouri just outside St. Louis from August 

8-16, has been cancelled due to coronavirus restrictions.  However, the National Invitational tournaments 

will be held in an online format, as will the Annual Delegate’s Meeting.  As information becomes 

available on those events, they will be published at uschess.com and the NYSCA Facebook page.  New 

York will have competitors in all five National Invitational tournaments.  They are the following: 

 

 WFM Martha Samadashvili, 8th Annual WIM Ruth Haring Tournament of Girls State Champions 

(defending champion). 

 GM Nicolas Checa, 36th Annual GM Arnold Denker Tournament of High School Champions. 

 FM Jason Liang, 10th Annual Dewain Barber Tournament of Middle School State Champions. 

 NM Brewington Hardaway, 1st Annual John D. Rockefeller III National Tournament of Elementary 

School State Champions. 

 GM Michael Rohde, 3rd Annual National Tournament of Senior State Champions. 

 

The 2021 US Open will be held in Cherry Hill, New Jersey, July 31-August 8.   

 

You can see the 2020 National Invitationals at chess.com, as well as the new Weeramantry Blitz 

tournament.  The Blitz event will be on Friday, July 24.  The Denker and Haring tournaments will be 

held on July 25-26, the Rockefeller and Barber tournaments will be held on August 1-2, and the Senior 

will be held one game a day for six days from July 25 through 30. 

 

 Another online extension for chess fans has been the enhancement of the US Chess channel on Twitch.tv.  

At twitch.tv/uschess, the US Chess team has been providing a variety of chess events, lessons and a 

regular show on Thursday nights for tournament directors.  Check out the channel and US Chess 

programming!  National TD Harold Stenzel has already featured on the TD Show, along with former NY 

Director Steve Lampkin. 

 

Upcoming shows are as follows: 

 July 9 - Spectators with NTD Tom Brownscombe 

 July 16 - Scoresheets with ANTD Alan Hodge 

 July 23 - 50-move Rule with NTD Mike Regan 

 July 30 - Player Conduct - Behavior with NTD Mike Hoffpauir 

 August 6 - Player Conduct - Using Additional Resources with ANTD Jim Hodin 

 
 Though the US Open is not happening, the 2020 US Chess Annual Awards continue forward.  New 

Yorkers are prominent in the awards this year.  Congratulations to all the honorees for the national 

recognition.  Along with Honorary Chess Mate Maxine Brady, the other honorees are the following and 

pictured below: 

 

Distinguished Service Award: FM Sunil Weeramantry.  

Sunil’s amazing record speaks for itself.  Becoming a National Master in his native Sri Lanka at age 15, 

he emigrated to the United States and became a successful chess player, author, coach and organizer.  He 

is a member of the New York Chess Hall of Fame, and won the New York State Championship in 1975.  

His National Scholastic Chess Foundation is a powerhouse in chess development in New York State, 

working with thousands of players each year in schools throughout downstate New York and the Hudson 

Valley. 
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Sunil shows no signs of slowing down as he begins to leave his seventh decade on the planet, and  

 

 

Outstanding Career Achievement Award – Bruce Pandolfini 

A true American chess original, Pandolfini has given more chess lessons than anyone else in the United 

States, and done much to popularize the Royal Game to generations of players.  A National Master, his 

methods of teaching the game have helped players of all abilities, including World Championship 

Challenger Fabiano Caruana, IM Josh Waitzkin (a role memorialized in the film Searching for Bobby 

Fischer), and New York Chess Hall of Famer GM Joel Benjamin.  Pandolfini is an incoming member of 

the New York Chess Hall of Fame. 

 

Pandolfini is shown below with his Wikipedia picture, courtesy of Creative Commons. 

 

 

 
 

Chess City of the Year, New York, NY. 

The City That Never Sleeps never sleeps on chess either.  Home of the world-famous Marshall Chess 

Club, the Greater New York Scholastics, the New York International and literally thousands of chess 

tournaments a year, New York City is the capital of chess in the United States.  The City alone could 

likely produce top-20 Olympiad teams in both open and women’s chess if it was an independent country.  

Congratulations to all the people in the Big Apple who makes chess so special there, as well as all of the 

Grandmasters, FIDE-titled players, coaches, and organizers that work in chess in New York. 

 

 The 2020 US Chess Scholar-Chessplayer Awards were also recently announced.  New Yorkers IM David 

Brodsky (12th Grade) and NM Akira Wood Nakada (11th Grade) were among the five national winners.  

Congratulations to both players, pictured below as shown on the US Chess site. 

Brodsky, a graduated senior, will be attending the University of Texas at Dallas on a full chess 

scholarship.  He is one of a growing number of players who has earned his way through college in chess, 

and we wish him well, as well as an eventual return to chess in New York. 

 

https://new.uschess.org/podcast/cover-stories/cover-stories-chess-life-august-guest-bruce-pandolfini/attachment/bruce_pandolfini_new/
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 Team USA finished fourth in the “Go World! Be Chess Smart against COVID-19!” FIDE Candidates 

Countries Youth Online Chess Tournament held over the weekend of April 18-19. A FIDE representative 

team and China finished tied at the top of the standings with FIDE taking 1st place on tie-breaks. The 

USA team consisted of IM Andrew Hong (ranked #3), IM Christopher Yoo (ranked #1) and FM Robert 

Shlyakhtenko (ranked #8), with WFM Martha Samadashvili (ranked #1) and WIM Rochelle Wu (ranked 

#5) on the girl’s boards. The national rankings mentioned are based on their FIDE standard ratings, but 

the US Chess March 2020 ratings were used in terms of the order of invitations for the event and for the 

board order for the matches. 

 

The matches were all played at a rapid time control of 10 minutes +2 seconds per move. All games were 

played on Chess.com with some strict anti-cheating measures that involved arbiters being able to view 

the players and their screens at all times via a Zoom meeting, and everyone had to have the sound turn 

on so they could listen for anything else untoward happening. 

 

 Former NYSCA and US Chess President Don Schultz died on April 20 at the age of 83 in New Jersey.  

Schultz conducted most of his “New York” chess career while working for powerhouse computer 

corporation IBM.  Schultz also served as US Chess President from 1996-1999, and the FIDE Executive 

https://www.chess.com/news/view/fide-candidates-countries-youth-online-chess-tournament
https://www.chess.com/news/view/fide-candidates-countries-youth-online-chess-tournament
http://www.chess.com/
https://new.uschess.org/news/2020-scholar-chessplayer-awards/attachment/david-brodsky-photo-hanks/
https://new.uschess.org/news/back-us-chess-school-akira-nakada-uscs-51-san-francisco/attachment/img-6419_orig/
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Board from 1982-1990.  He also served as the president of the State Associations of North Carolina, 

Georgia and Florida during his lifetime. 

In tribute, NYSCA President Bill Goichberg said the following, “I was saddened to hear of the passing 

of Don Schultz.  I remember Don fondly for his tremendous enthusiasm for all areas of our game, 

including Master chess, scholastics, senior chess, team play and publications…He served in high USCF, 

FIDE and state association positions, and was a very active Expert player who gave many simuls in 

schools.  Rarely has anyone made such a wide variety of contributions to chess.” 

 

 The US Chess Morning Membership Events, which started this past Monday on Chess.com got off to a 

flying start with over 150 players participating in the 3 events throughout the week, which in turn meant 

awarding 15 lucky participants with one-year US Chess membership extensions! 

 

The online rated blitz tournaments (4 round Swiss, G/5 +2/inc) are scheduled every Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday morning and start at 11am Eastern/8am Pacific. The one-year US Chess memberships are 

awarded at random after each event based on the number of participants, one membership extension is 

awarded for every multiple of 10 players. Each event is completed in about one hour and is streamed on 

our Twitch Channel, including the drawing for the membership extensions and free entries into the next 

Morning Membership event. 

 

The regular online tournaments on the Internet Chess Club (ICC) and chess.com that US Chess has run 

for years continue to be held.  Many chess clubs are also holding on-line events, and they can be found 

on chess.com and lichess.com.  Please see the listings on those web sites for further information about 

rated chess events you can play in. 

 

 The Unruly Queens, a strong of internationally-titled female chess players, have been active during the 

pandemic in running online rated female tournaments and hope to start an online camp as well.  The 

Unruly Queens are New York Girls and Haring Champion WFM Martha Samadashvili, WFM Ellen 

Wang, WIM Evelyn Zhu and WFM Yassamin Ehsani.  The two tournaments held to date included New 

Yorker and seven-time US Women’s Champion GM Irina Krush and US Women’s Champion Jennifer 

Yu.  The Queens were top New York team at the US Amateur Team East in New Jersey in February, and 

have stayed together since. 

 

California WIM Rochelle Wu won the 67-player first event, which raised over $3,000 for COVID-19 

relief.  IM Carissa Yip ran the Q and A session after the tournament. 

 

The Unruly Queens are working on a long-term plan to promote girl’s and women’s chess at all events, 

and in conjunction with NYSCA, have applied for funding through the US Chess Women’s Program 

grants in order to expand their efforts in promoting and teaching girl’s and women’s chess.  While there 

remains considerable room for improvement, US Chess in recent years has had record numbers of girl 

and women members. 

 

New York has been a leader in girl’s and women’s chess, with its Girls Championship being the second-

largest female chess event in the country, the annual New York State Girl’s Championship.  It is hoped 

the 2020 event will be held in person, though it is possible the event will be reformed as an online 

tournament. 

 

 In response to strong demand in online chess due to the pandemic, US Chess has created a new Online 

Regular chess rating.  The Online Regular chess rating will be used for tournaments having a time control 

of longer than 30 minutes, and provide a new rating for players.  The Online Blitz (10 minutes or less) 

and Online Quick (10 to 30 minutes) ratings will continue in effect as is.  All online chess has seen a 

burst in activity due to the coronavirus pandemic, and the August World Open, among other tournaments 

are now using the new rating system.   

 

https://new.uschess.org/news/us-chess-morning-membership-events-chess-com
http://twitch.tv/uschess
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Watertown Chess Club Fischer 960 Tournament Adds ‘Spice’ to Club 
by Don Klug 

 
The Watertown Chess Club added a bit of ‘spice’ to 

the beginning of their 2020 tournament schedule by 

conducting a Fischer Random 960 Chess Tournament, 

with a rapid time control of Game/30 on January 14th. 

The event created a different playing experience for 

club members, one that offered strange positions that 

seemed to remove certain advantages that regular 

chess enjoys.      

                

Fischer 960 “random chess” employs a starting 

position of the pieces on the player’s home ranks by 

random placement following certain rules. The 

random setup negates the advantage of memorization 

of openings impracticable; players instead must rely 

more on their spontaneous talent and creativity over 

the board. The Watertown Chess Club elected to 

conduct a tournament in January in an effort to create 

a different playing experience for club members. The 

play created tactical problems and opportunities right 

from the beginning. Here is one game-score with the 

pieces on their starting squares. 

 

Starting Position

 
White: Don Klug       Black: Adolfo Prieto 

Watertown Chess Club Fischer 960 Tournament 

January 14, 2020, Time Control: Game/30 

1. b3  

Immediately taking advantage of the a1 Bishop. 

1…Nf6 2. c4 c5 3. Nf3 Ng6 4. Ng3 d5 5. d4  
5. cxd5 Qxd5 6. Bxf6 gxf6 7. Be4 Qd8 8. O-O O-O.  

5... O-O 6. O-O cxd4 7. cxd5 Rxc1 8. Qxc1 b5 9. 

Bxd4 Nf4   
9... Qxd5 10. Bxf6 exf6 11. Be4 Qe6 12. Bxa8 Bxg3 13. 

Bb7. 

10. Rd1 Bxd5 11. Qc2 Qc7 12. Qxc7 Bxc7 13. Bxa7 

Bd6 14. e3 Nh3+ 15. Kf1 Bxf3 16. gxf3 Ng5 17. Kg2 

Rc8 18. Bd4  
18. Nf5 Ba3 19. Nd4 b4 20. Bf5 e6 21. f4. 

18... b4 19. Bf5 

19. Bxf6 gxf6 20. Nf5 Bc5 21. Rc1 Kf8 22. a4. 

19... Ra8 20. Bb1 Ne6 21. Bxf6 gxf6 22. Nf5 Bc5 23. 

Rd7 Kf8  24. Nd4  
 

 
  

24. Ng3 Ra7 25. Rd1 Bd6 26. Nf5 Bc7. 

24... Nxd4 25. exd4 Bd6 26. Bxh7  
26. f4 Ra5 27. Rd8+ Kg7 28. Rc8. 

26...Rxa2 27. Rd8+ Kg7 28. Be4 Rd2 29. Bd5 Rxd4 

30. Bc4 Rd2 31. Rd7 Rb2 32. Rb7 Bc5 

33. Rd7 Bxf2?  
It seems the rapid time control and the unusual 

beginning positions have taken a toll. 

 

 
33... Rxf2+ 34. Kg3 Ra2 would give Black the 

advantage. 

34. Rxe7 Bc5+ 35. Re2 Rxe2+ 36. Bxe2  ½-½ 
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Human vs Computer Continues   by Richard Moody 
 

This is a beautiful attacking game against a spectacular 

defender. It was played against Fritz 15, a 3200-level 

program which is 350 rating points higher than the 

World Champion Magnus Carlsen at its highest 

settings. Every great attacker needs an opponent who 

is a great defender. Computers are renowned for their 

defensive skill. White’s attack started with an 

advantage of +.17 and ended 35 moves later with an 

advantage of +6.80 1-0 
 
Moody (1600) Fritz 15 (3200) 1/60 1/60 G/30 

King’s Indian Defense 

 
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.e4 d6  
Black discourages an early e5. 

5.f3 O-O 6.Bg5  
This is more active than Be3. 

6…c5 7.d5 a6 8.Qd2 Qa5 9.Be2 Re8  
Now Black can play Nfd7/f5. 

10.Bd1 
White decides to try to get in Nge2. 

10…b5 11.Be2 bxc4? 12.Bxc4  
Fritz is completely wrong here. Now that White can 

play Nge2/O-O, I prefer White. 

12…Nfd7  

Thematic, but doubtful; Black never gets in f5. 

13.Bb3  

White temporarily shields the b-file. 

13..Ne5  
Leaping into the center. 

14.Nge2  
I disagree with Fritz, I prefer White.  (diagram)  

 

 
 

14…Nbd7 15.O-O Rb8  

Putting pressure on b2. 

16.Rab1  
White knows that Black's only hope is to pressure the 

Queenside. 

16…Nb6 17.Qd1 Bd7 18.Kh1 Bb5  
Doubtful; this Bishop is a target. 

19.Bc1 Ned7 20.Nxb5 axb5 21.a3 Nc4 22.f4! Qa6 

23.Rf3!  

We begin to see an attack; Fritz routinely fails to see 

pieces in the King's field. 

23…Rb7 24.Qf1 Ra8 25.Nc3 Ncb6 26.Qe1!  

Heading for h4. Fritz still does not see a Kingside 

attack. 

26…Rbb8  

Planless. 

27.h4  
White begins his attack. 

27…Nc4? 28.Bxc4!  
White now has a protected passed pawn.   

28…bxc4 29.h5! Rb3 30.hxg6  

White softens up the Black King position.   

30… fxg6 31.Qh4 Qb7 32.Ra1 Bd4 33.f5! gxf5 

33…Ne5? 34.Rh3! +/-  

34.Rg3+!  
Storm clouds are gathering around the Black King. 

The computer has no feel for the attack and doesn't 

fully appreciate what is meant by having pieces in the 

“King's Field.” 
Kh8 35.Bh6 Bf6 36.Qh5 f4  

Desperation; Fritz just gave up a pawn essentially 

for nothing. 

37.Bxf4 Qc8  

Better late than never; Black realizes his Queen is 

needed on the Kingside to blunt White's attack. 

38.Rf1  

Fritz missed this move.  

38…Qe8 39.Qh6 Qf7 40.Qh3!  
For most Grandmasters this is a trial and error 

position; this is +/-. 

40…Rb7 41.e5  

Black seems to think that the attack magically appears 

with 40.Qh3. 

41…dxe5 42.Bg5 Rf8 43.d6 Qe8 44.Ne4  

The Knight joins the party.   

44…c3 45.Bh6 Rg8 46.Rxg8+ 

Qxg8 47.bxc3 Qg6(+2.33) 48.Nxf6 exf6 49.Rf3 Qe8 

50.Kh2 e4 51.Rg3 Ne5 52.Qf5 Rf7 53.a4 Qd7 

54.Qxe4 Qb7 55.Qe2 Qc6 56.Qb5 Qxb5 57.axb5  
The passed pawns are deadly;+3.02 The rest of the 

game was played without comment simply because 

the computer is in a dead lost position refused to 

resign. 

 57…Rd7 58.b6 Rb7 59.Kh3 c4 60.Be3 h6 61.Bd4 

Kh7 62.Kh4 Rd7 63.Re3 Nc6 64.Bc5 Ne5 65.Re1 

Kg6 66.Ra1 Rd8 67.b7 (+6.80) 1-0 
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Updated New York State Chess Club Directory
 
Western New York 
Rochester Chess Center 
221 Norris Drive 
Rochester, NY 14610 

Ron Lohrman, 585-442-2430 

Monday and Wednesday: 7:30-

10 p.m. 

Saturday: 10 a.m-10 p.m. 

www.nychess.org 

  

Niagara Falls Chess Club 

Wegmans, Military Road, 

NFNY (food court) 

Wednesday, 6:30-10:30 p.m. 

Harish Srinivasan 

harish.srinivasan@gmail.com 

  

Urban Queens and Knights 

Chess Club 

Frank E Merriweather Jr branch 

Library, East Utica and 

Jefferson, Buffalo 

Wednesday, 6-7:30 p.m. 

Michael MacDuffie 

Knightsof64@yahoo.com 

 

University of Buffalo CC 

North Campus, 106 Talbott Hall 

Tuesday & Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 

Scott Zdunczyk 

  

Lakeshore Chess Club 

Lake Shore Library 

Route 5, Hamburg 

Thursday, 6-11 p.m. 

Don Hoak 

716-627-2643 

 

Stars of India CC 

Audubon Library 

Amherst, NY 

Thursday, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Michael MacDuffie 

Kinghtsof64@yahoo.com 

   

Jamestown Chess Club 

Chautauqua Chess Assoc. 

 

 

 

111 W. 2nd St., Suite 210, 

Jamestown 

Mark Clark, 716-763-6825 

Mclark85@stny.rr.com 

Thu., 6-9 p.m,. Sat. 10:30-3. 

 

Westfield Chess Club 

CJ’s Pizza, 77 E. Main Street, 

Westfield 

Wednesday, 5-8 p.m. 

cferraro@roadrunner.com 

  

buffalo chess.blogspot.com 

for additional information. 

  

Southern Tier 
Hornell Chess Club 

Hornell Intermediate School 

Park Street, Hornell 

(Summer:  Arkport Community 

Room) 

Fred Harris, 607-295- 

9858 

Fharris3@stny.rr.com 

Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 

 

Binghamton Chess Club 

Cyber Café West,  

176 Main St., Binghamton 

Monday/Tuesday, 7 p.m. 

607-732-3456 

  

Central New York 
Seymour Library Chess Club 

Seymour Public Library 

176 West Genesee Street, 

Auburn 

Second Saturday of the Month, 

1-4 p.m. 

Tom McKellop 

315-252-3789 

tom_mckellop@hotmail.com 

 

KA Chess Club 

Dunham Library, 76 Marion 

Street, Whitesboro 

6 p.m. Wednesday 

 

 

Thomas Chromczak, 315-732-

6939. 

 

Watertown Chess Club 

HSBC Building 

120 Washington Street 

Watertown 

Tuesdays, 7-11 p.m. 

Don Klug 

315-408-1850 

www.watertownchessclub.com 

Sullivan Chess Club 

707 Legion Drive, Chittenango 

Mondays, 6:00 p.m. 

John Wolf, 315-687-3356 

  

Capital Region 
For Capital Region and Hudson 

Valley clubs, go to: 

www.enyca.org 

  

Albany Area Chess Club 

Hamilton Union Presbyterian 

Church 

2291 Western Avenue, 

Guilderland 

Jeremy Berman 

Wednesday, 7:30 pm. 

 

East Greenbush Chess 

Community 

Sunshine Day Care, across from 

Greenbush Reformed Church, 

East Greenbush 

14 Hayes Road 

Wednesdays 6:30-10 p.m. 

Bill Matters, 518-477-2820 

www.eastgreenbushchessclub.or

g 

 

Greenwich Chess Club 

Greenwich Free Library, 

Greenwich 

Thursday, 6:30 p.m. 

John Hartnett 

Truhart2@verizon.net 

  

 

Saratoga Staunton Chess Club 

Saratoga Springs United 

Methodist Church 

175 Fifth Avenue, Saratoga 

Springs 

mailto:Knightsof64@yahoo.com
mailto:tom_mckellop@hotmail.com
http://www.eastgreenbushchessclub.org/
http://www.eastgreenbushchessclub.org/
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Sunday, 7:00 p.m. 

Alan LeCours, 518-583-0400 

Alecours1@hotmail.com 

  

Schenectady Chess Club 

Niskayuna Community Center 

2682 Aqueduct Rd., Niskayuna 

Thursday, 7:30 p.m. 

Richard Chu, President 

schenectadychessclub@nycap.rr.

com 

Adirondack Chess Club 

Crandall Public Library. Glens 

Falls 

Wed. & Sat. 12-3 p.m. 

Matt Collins, 518-798-8109 

  

Hudson Valley 
King’s Knight CC 

Rosendale Café 

435 Main St., Rosendale 

Ken Evans, 845-331-8186 

Wednesday, 7 p.m. 

Evanschess@aol.com 

  

Middletown Chess Club 

Walkill Comm. Center 

Route 211, E. Middletown 

Lonnie Kwartler, 845-469-4451 

Wednesday, 8:00 p;m. 

GreenLaserKey@aol.com 

  

Vassar-Chadwick CC 

Vassar College, Poughkeepsie 

Monday 7 pm 

Chris Brooks, President 

chess@vassar-chadwick.com 

www.vassar-chadwick.com 

New York City/Westchester 
The Bob Peretz Chess Club 

(Formerly The Bronx-Yonkers 

Chess Club) 

The Center @ 862 

862 Scarsdale Avenue, Scarsdale 

www.bobperetz.cc 

Mondays 7:45PM – Midnight 

Westchester Chess Club 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

25 Crane Road, Scarsdale 

Thursday, 7:30-10:50 p.m. 

Polly Wright, President 

pollychess@hotmail.com 

www.weschesterchessclub.com 

  

Brooklyn Chess Club 

Seaview Building, 1585 E. 98th 

St., Brooklyn 11236 

Saturday, 1-9 p.m. 

718-444-2222 

  

Marshall Chess Club 

23 W 10 St, NYC 

Bryan Quick, Exec. Dir. 

212-477-3716 

Weekdays, 1:00-12:00 pm 

Weekends, noon – midnight 

td@marshallchessclub.org 

 

Northern Westchester CC 

Panera Bread, 3083 Main St., 

Mohegan Lake 

Thursday, 7 p.m. 

Sal Catalfamo. 

 

Queens Chess Club 

All Saints Lutheran Church 

164-02 Goethals Avenue, 

Jamaica 

(w) Friday, 7:30 pm to Sat 12:30 

am; events start at 8:15 p.m. 

Ed Frumkin, 212-677-3224 

Edwardfrumkin@gmail.com 

www.queens-chess.com 

   

Long Island 
Neal Bellon 

Long Island Chess Club 

United Methodist Church 

470 East Meadow Ave. 

East Meadow, NY 11554 

Thursdays, 6:45 – 10:30 PM 

www.lichessclub.com 

 

Long Island Chess Center 

543 Broadway, Massapequa 

 

Nassau Chess Club 

1st Presbyterian Church of 

Mineola 

Main & First Sts. Mineola 

Harold Stenzel, 

631-218-4440 

captnhal@optonline.net 

Monday, 7 – 11:30 p.m. 

  

Syosset Chess Mates 

Walt Whitman Elem. School 

Woodbury, NY 11797 

Randi Gertler / Marc Berger 

(516) 381-1755 

Gertler@aol.com 

  

Chess Clubs are the lifeblood of 

chess activity in New York. 

Support your local club. 

  

Supporting your local chess club 

allows chess activities in your 

community to flourish in ways 

that Internet chess will never be 

able to replace. 

  

Be part of your chess 

community, and make your 

chess club part of your 

community!   

 

Check www.nysca.net for 

updated chess club information. 

Calderon (from page 10) 

1. By capturing am I allowing my 

opponent more control (by 

capturing towards the center, 

influencing more squares etc) not 

less? 

2. Are the resulting pawns after 

the capture really weak? 

3. How much of an asset will the 

inevitable open file be to my 

opponent? 

4. What strategic advantages am 

I getting out of the exchange? 

 

If all of these questions are 

answered in your favor, then by 

all means exchange. If not, it may 

be best to consider some other 

move. 

 

mailto:schenectadychessclub@nycap.rr.com
mailto:schenectadychessclub@nycap.rr.com
mailto:chess@vassar-chadwick.com
http://www.bobperetz.cc/
mailto:pollychess@hotmail.com
mailto:td@marshallchessclub.org
http://www.lichessclub.com/
http://nysca.net/
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Upcoming NYSCA-Sponsored and Major Tournaments 

Please note that due to the coronavirus, tournaments that have been announced may be modified or 

cancelled subsequent to their publishing here.  Please contact the organizer in advance for any event 

during the period of the coronavirus and soon afterwards.  Any additional closings we are aware of 

will be posted to the NYSCA Facebook page as soon as we receive them.  NYSCA will offer this service 

to all chess clubs and organizations during the resumption period of chess activities in New York 

State. 

 

US Chess-rated online events remain active on the Internet Chess Club (ICC) and chess.com.  They 

are free and open to all US Chess members.  The schedule of online tournaments can be found at each 

site.  Individual clubs, due to a recent change in US Chess policy, may also now offer Online Blitz and 

Quick rated events that can be rated by US Chess for their online ratings. 

 

The Marshall Chess Club is also doing online events for the period the physical club is closed for the 

coronavirus.  Please check their web site www.marshallchessclub.org for up-to-date information on 

the club’s re-opening and activities. 

 

The Rochester Chess Center is also closed until June 29.  Please check their web site at 

www.nychess.org for additional information on their activities as they resume chess. 

 

September 4-7: New York State Championship, Albany.  For now this tournament is 

scheduled.  Please check chessevents.us for further information. 

 
Please join the NYSCA Facebook page for the most up-to-date information on that and other New 

York chess events.  We will post information there as quickly as we receive it. 

 

As difficult as this time is for all of our chess family, we will get through it, and tournaments will 

resume bigger and better than ever.  We look forward to having you be a part of it! 

 

ALL EVENTS ARE TENTATIVE BASED ON THE OPENING OF THE CLUBS AND ECONOMY.  

PLEASE CHECK THE CLUBS DIRECTLY FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 
 

JUL. 30 Marshall Thursday Action 

4-SS, G/25 d5. ($400 b/25): $150-75; U2200, U1900: $75; Biggest upset: $25. EF: $25; Non-MCC Mbr: Additional 

$25 Mbr fee. ($5 late fee: in-person reg hour before Rd. 1.) GMs Free. Rds.: 7-8:10-9:20-10:30pm. Max one bye, for 

Rd. 1 or 4 only; request at entry. Register Online:www.marshallchessclub.org/register. 

 

JUL. 11, 18, 25 AUG. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 SEP. 12, 19, 26 Rochester Chess Center Saturday Tournaments 

3-SS, G/60 d5. Rochester CC, 221 Norris Dr., Rochester, NY 14610. 585-442-2430. Prizes based on entries. EF: $15, 

RCC members $13. $2 less for HS and Pre-HS. Reg.: 1-1:45 pm. Rds.: 2-4-6. One bye available, request at 

entry. www.nychess.org. Also, Youth tournament, G/30 d5, every Saturday morning 10am-1pm, trophies and prizes. 

EF: $5. 

 

JUL. 21, AUG. 18, SEP. 15 Marshall Masters 

US CHESS GRAND PRIX POINTS: 6 

4-SS, G/25 d5. Open to players rated 2000+. FIDE Rapid rated. $750 b/25: $250-150-100; U2400: $125; U2300: 

$100; Biggest upset: $25. EF: $30; Non-MCC Member: Additional $25 Mbr fee. ($5 late fee: in-person reg hour 

before Rd. 1.) GMs Free. Rds.: 7-8:15-9:30-10:45pm. Max one bye, for Rd. 1 or 4 only; request at entry. Register 

Online: www.marshallchessclub.org/register.  

http://www.marshallchessclub.org/
http://www.nychess.org/
http://www.marshallchessclub.org/register
http://www.nychess.org/
http://www.marshallchessclub.org/register
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AUG. 14 Marshall $500 FIDE Blitz (BLZ) 

US CHESS GRAND PRIX POINTS: 6 

9-SS, G/3 +2. FIDE Blitz rated. USCF regular rating used for pairings & prizes. $500 GTD: $200-100; U2400/unr, 

U2200, U2000, U1800: $50. EF: $20; Non-MCC Mbr: Additional $25 Mbr fee. ($5 late fee: in-person reg hour 

before Rd. 1.) GMs Free. Rds.: Begin at 7pm and continue ASAP. Max three byes; request at entry. Register 

Online: www.marshallchessclub.org/register. 

 

AUG. 1   Chess Max Academy Summer 2020 Karpov Chess Festival 

FIDE rated Karpov Rapid Championship: August 1, 2020 10 am – 2pm 8-SS double round G/10 d2. Prizes $400-

250-150 Under 2200, 1800 prizes: Autographed book of Karpov’s games. Entry Fee $60 GMs free – fee subtracted 

from prize. $800 guaranteed! Limited to first 44 players. Register at www.chessmaxacademy.com or by emailing 

chessmaxinc@gmail.com with the request. FIDE Rated Quads: 3pm – 10pm G/90 inc 30. Open to FIDE rated 

players. Paired according to FIDE rating. Entry Fee: $60, Prizes $100 first each Quad. Limited to 11 Quads. FIDE 

Rated Karpov Blitz Championship: 10am -1pm 10SS double round G/3 inc. 2. Prizes: $400-250-150. Under 2200, 

1800 prizes: Autographed book of Karpov’s games. Entry Fee: $60, GMs free – fee subtracted from prize. Limited 

to first 44 players. $800 Prize Guaranteed! Handicapped Blitz Championship (not rated): 2pm – 6pm 8SS double 

round, G/5 – if same USCF rating, otherwise 1 minute difference for every 100 points. Maximum time odds: 9:15-

45 seconds. Prizes: $200-100-50, Entry fee $40. Limited to first 44. Everyone has a chance to win!! Registration for 

all events will be possible on our website: www.chessmaxacademy.com Please call the Academy at 1-917-930-8840 

with any questions or write us at chessmaxinc@gmail.com Chess Max Academy venue for all events: 1470 1st 

Avenue storefront, New York, NY 10075. 

 

AUG. 7-9 48th World Open (online on ICC):  For complete information on the World Open, check 

www.chessaction.com.  The online version of America’s largest Open tournament is 9-ss, G/60, +10, and will be held 

in four sections: Open, Under 2200, Under 1800 and Under 1400.  Rounds are 12-3-6 each day for three days.  There 

are $20,000 in Guaranteed cash prizes, along with CCA online or over-the-board free entry prizes.  For further 

information or to enter, contact www.chessaction.com or www.chesstour.com/woo20.htm. Advance registration by 

August 6 is required! 

SEPT 6, NEW YORK 

New York State Blitz Championship (BLZ)  (check www.chessevents.us for cancellation information) 
Out of state welcome; NYS blitz title to top NYS resident, on tiebreak if necessary. 5SS, G/5, d0, double round, 10 

games, Albany Marriott (see NY State Championship). $$ 800 based on 25 entries: $200-100-50, Under 2200/Unr 

$120-60, U1900/Unr $100-50, U1600/Unr $80-40. EF: $40, NYSCA members $35, at site only, no checks. Reg. 

ends 9:45 pm, rds. 10, 10:30, 11, 11:30. 12. One half point bye allowed, must commit before rd 2. Blitz rated, but 

higher of regular or blitz used for pairings & prizes. 

A Heritage Event! 

US Chess Junior Grand Prix! 

SEP. 4-7, 5-7 or 6-7   142nd annual NY State Championship (check www.chessevents.us for cancellation 

information) 

US Chess Grand Prix Points: 40 (Enhanced) 

6SS, 5 sections. Albany Marriott, out of state welcome. Championship & 1700-2099 G/100+30 (both FIDE rated), 

U1800, U1500 & U1200 40/100, SD/30 d10 (2-day option in 1700-2099 & below, rds. 1-3 G/40 d10). $10,000 

projected prizes based on 150 paid entries with minimum half each prize guaranteed; Championship Section 

projection $1200-600-400-200, top USCF U2300 $600-300. Details: www.chesstour.com or www.chessevents.us. 

 
www.nysca.net – Chess from Montauk to Niagara! 

 

http://www.marshallchessclub.org/register
http://www.chessmaxacademy.com/
http://www.chessmaxacademy.com/
http://www.chessaction.com/
http://www.chessaction.com/
http://www.chesstour.com/woo20.htm
http://www.chessevents.us/
http://www.chessevents.us/
http://www.chesstour.com/
http://www.chessevents.us/
http://www.nysca.net/
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Help Us Keep New York Chess on the Map! 
 
US Chess created the Rockefeller K-5 Tournament of Champions in 2020.  Like the Denker Tournament of High 

School Champions, the Barber 6-8 Tournament of Champions, the Haring National Girls Tournament of Champions 

and the Senior Tournament of Champions, New York will be sending a representative to the Rockefeller tournament. 

 

The New York State Chess Association provides a $600 stipend for each of our invitational players to participate in 

these tournaments.  We would like to increase that amount, but we need your help in order to do so.  Whatever you 

donate will be placed in our Alan Benjamin Builders Fund and go directly to help our players go to St. Louis and be 

part of these major national events. 

 

To support our National Invitational Players, fill out the coupon below with a check marked National Invitational 

Fund, and mail the coupon below to Karl Heck, Treasurer, NYSCA, 84 Grandview Avenue, Catskill, NY 12414.   

NYSCA is a 501-c-6 organization, and your donation may be tax-deductible. 

 

Thank you for anything that you can donate for this worthy cause! 

 

 

Name_____________________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________________ 

City___________________________________State_______Zip_____________ 

E-Mail:___________________________________________________________ 

Donation: $_______________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

www.ENYCA.org/ Eastern New York Chess Association 

Your “one stop” website for ALL chess opportunities within 50 miles of Albany, NY from 

“casual” to “competitive” 

Clubs, tournaments, special events and more! 

 

NYSCA is looking for a webmaster for nysca.net and 

its social media output. A stipend and community 

service credit is available.   
 
Contact the Editor at karlpanorama@gmail.com for 

additional information. 

http://www.enyca.org/
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Join the New York State Chess Association! 
 

Promoting and supporting chess activity from Montauk to Niagara, the New York State 

Chess Association (NYSCA) has a more than 150-year history of promoting the Royal Game 

and sanctioning New York State Championships, including the longest-running, USCF-

rated scholastic and Open chess championship in the United States. 

 

Please join NYSCA and support chess in New York, along with our quarterly magazine, 

Empire Chess, and funds for our champions to compete at the Summer Scholastic invite-

only events: The Denker Tournament of High School Champions, The Girls Tournament of 

Champions, The Barber K-8 Tournament of Champions, The Senior National Tournament 

of Champions and the new Rockefeller K-5 Tournament of Champions.  NYSCA members 

also are eligible for discounts at Open Continental Chess Association events in New York 

such as the Manhattan Open and the New York State Open.  Your membership also gives 

you a vote at our Annual Meeting for the NYSCA Board members and US Chess delegates. 

 

NYSCA also administers the New York Chess Hall of Fame, and the Alan Benjamin 

Builders Fund, which supports chess projects in New York State.  NYSCA supports chess 

activity and organization from Montauk to Niagara, and everywhere in between.  NYSCA 

is a 501 c 3 not-for-profit, and contributions may be tax-deductible. 

 

To join and/or support our activities, fill out the coupon below with a check to mail to Phyllis 

Benjamin, Secretary, NYSCA, P.O. Box 340969, Brooklyn, NY 11234.   

 

 

 

Name_____________________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________________ 

City___________________________________State_______Zip_____________ 

E-Mail:___________________________________________________________ 

Amount Paid:$_________________Donation (if any):$____________________ 

 

$20 membership includes four issues of Empire Chess 

$12 membership includes two issues of Empire Chess (Winter and Summer) 




